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FOREWORD
Recent events in the building industry relating to weathertightness and durability have

highlighted failures in construction, design, material selection, construction and supervision

and the necessity for on-going maintenance on all buildings. On-going maintenance on

the structure, roof, plumbing, electrical and gas systems is often neglected and yet they

pose high risk factors to the overall integrity of buildings.

This Standard was prepared to introduce consistency and reliability into the inspection of

residential properties.

In most instances, the sale and/or purchase of residential property is an important decision

and should be contemplated only in the knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the

property. In order for these decisions to be regarded as informed, completely independent

and objective advice is often required.

It is intended that the Standard will also deliver the following public good:

(a) Give credibility to the property inspection sector by:

(i) Setting levels of competence

(ii) Maintaining nationwide consistency;

(b) Benefit all parties with an interest in the property; and

(c) Identify deferred maintenance issues as well as other defects.
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NEW ZEALAND STANDARD

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY INSPECTION

1 Scope and general

1.1 Scope

1.1.1 This Standard sets out the minimum requirements for the visual inspection of residential

buildings, and for the preparation of the appropriate property inspection reports.

1.1.2 Pre-sale or pre-purchase property inspections (visual and non-invasive) shall make

provision for reporting on:

(a) Significant defects;

(b) Particular attributes;

(c) Gradual deterioration; and

(d) Significant maintenance required.

1.1.3 Also covered within the scope of this Standard are:

(a) Competency required to carry out inspections;

(b) Reporting outline, what the various reports should include;

(c) Reference Standards and other relevant documents; and

(d) Recommendations for a special purpose property inspection and report.

1.2 Application
This Standard applies to all residential buildings including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Stand-alone houses;

(b) Semi-detached houses;

(c) Terrace-style houses;

(d) Unit title, company title, cross lease dwellings;

(e) Town houses and cluster housing; and

(f) Apartments.

1.3 Exclusions
Except as provided for in 4.3, this Standard does not cover the following:

(a) Legal title;

(b) Building warrant of fitness and services described on a compliance schedule;

(c) Planning, resource consent issues;

(d) Building consent issues;

(e) Long term maintenance planning;

(f) Rental property tenancy inspections;

(g) Heritage obligations; and

(h) Compliance with body corporate rules, the terms of a memorandum of cross lease or

a company title occupation agreement.
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